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pensable to England who could cany on her trade with
other countries directl.
The suspension of commercial intercourse with the
Netherlands made it necessary for the Company to seek a *°Emde**
new home 2, and it received invitations from two German
towns, Hamburg and Emden, which vied with each other
for the honour and profit of entertaining the Merchant
Adventurers of England. The choice fell upon Emden, and
negotiations were at once opened up for the settlement of the
fellowship in East Friesland on the condition that its members
enjoyed protection from their enemies, immunity from arrest,
exemption from customs and excise, and that other mer-
chants were given facilities to frequent the mart free from
the exaction of ' unreasonable toll' 3. The Company's en-
forced departure from the Netherlands raised doubts as to
the validity of its charters and privileges, for Germany, into
which it now penetrated, had been almost terra incognita to
English traders. " In 1544 ", the governor 4 of the Merchant
Adventurers wrote to Cecil, " I came from Danzig by land
through all the marine towns except Stade and Emden, and
found no Englishmen trading nor cloth to be sold but by the
Steelyard men. The upland towns in Germany had their
factors at Antwerp to buy cloth of the Company/' On the
ground that the Merchant Adventurers had ' found out the
trade' to Germany, they were now granted a charter, dated
1564, which defined their future territorial limits 5. Antwerp
exerted all its influence to prevent the removal of the mart
town from the Low Countries. It corresponded with towns
in Austria and Germany pressing them to refuse admission
to the Merchant Adventurers: it sowed suspicions in the
minds of the people of Emden that Elizabeth was planning
to send ships of war to seize their city : it told English
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